60                Live-Stock and Poultry Diseases
Symptoms
General depression is seen first. Loss of appetite together with signs of uneasiness usually accompany this. The udder is sore and feels warm. The milk-flow is lessened and the act of milking may be painful. The milk itself is likely to be stringy or come out in lumps or chunks. It may be vari-colored. The clots are commonly yellow but may be other hues', depending on the nature of the germs invading the udder. As the disease progresses, the milk may have a foul odor. These symptoms often continue until the udder becomes hard or indurated. This hardness of the udder is called caked bag. Treatment should be instituted before the udder becomes hardened.
Treatment
One should not wait too long before treatment is started. It frequently happens that nothing beneficial is attempted until the udder becomes very hard. This hardness may take in one or more quarters. It may have even gone so far as the formation of abscesses with resulting gangrene of the udder.
Always milk the infected individual last. This will prevent carrying the infection to other animals in the herd. Do not lose sight of the fact that this is an infectious disease. If a milking machine is in use on the farm, the infected cows should be milked by hand. While treatment is not always as successful as it might be, it is of utmost importance that it be begun as early as possible. Never wait until the udder is as hard as a brick. Some are so hard that it is difficult to dent them with the thumb. If taken early, simple home treatments are of great benefit. Since the disease is infectious, always use a special pail to milk the sick cows. Do not squirt the stringy or yellow chunky milk on the litter. This may be a further source of infection to other cows, and may set up a digestive disturbance in those calves that lick up the milk. The infected milk should not be used for any purpose.
The easiest treatment is very simple.  First of all, give